Lesson

12

Our Relationship to God

We have learned that our main responsibility as Christian believers is to love God. As we
studied in Lesson 11, we keep His commandments because we love Him. So, our relationship with
God is one of love.
First Corinthians 13 gives us a beautiful description of love. Verses 4-8 tell us that love is patient
and kind, not jealous, conceited, proud, ill mannered, selfish, or irritable. It does not keep a record
of wrongs nor is it happy with evil, but with truth. Love never gives up—it is eternal. This may
sound like a very ideal picture of love. But it is this kind of love that every Christian believer should
have for God and his fellow man. It is this unconditional kind of love that God gives to us.
It is no accident that the chapters before and after chapter 13 are about God’s gifts to believers.
The chapter on love is tied in with the chapters on gifts because love also is a gift. Loving and giving
go together because when we love others we want to give them what will please them most.

In this lesson you will study...
God’s Gifts to Us
Our Gifts to God
This lesson will help you...
• Describe at least three gifts from God for His children.
• Be committed to giving God the gifts of love of which He is worthy.
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GOD’S GIFTS TO US
Objective 1. Identify several gifts from God for His children.

The first gift that God gives us when we choose to believe on Him is the gift of salvation.
For it is by God’s grace that you have been saved through faith. It is not the result of your own
efforts, but God’s gift, so that no one can boast about it (Ephesians 2:8-9).
If we are believers, God is our Heavenly Father and we are His children. Matthew 5:16 gives
God this precious name. “Your light must shine before people, so that they will see the good things
you do and praise your Father in heaven.” It is wonderful that we can talk to God as we would to
a loving father. Jesus taught us to talk to Him that way when He said, “Our Father in heaven: May
your holy name be honored” (Matthew 6:9).
Although God is the Creator, He is the Father of only those who have been born into His
family.
To be part of the family of God we must accept His Son Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord.
Then new life begins. “Some. . . did receive him and believed in him; so he gave them the right to
become God’s children” (John 1:12).
Every loving father enjoys supplying the needs of His children. Our Heavenly Father supplies
all our needs. “And with all his abundant wealth through Christ Jesus, my God will supply all
your needs” (Philippians 4:19).
God watches over us as His children. He watches day and night. “He will not let you fall; your
protector is always awake” (Psalm 121:3). “The Lord watches over the righteous and listens to their
cries” (Psalm 34:15). There are many verses like this in Psalms that tell us of God’s care for us.
When our Father tells us in His Word that He will do certain things for us, we call those verses
promises. Promises indicate what God will do for us. We can receive blessing and the fulfillment
of what God has promised, as we believe in His Word. “Whoever believes in me will do what I
do...and I will do whatever you ask for in my name, so that the Father’s glory will be shown through
the Son” (John 14:12-13).
Christians can also receive blessings from God by helping others. Psalm 41:1 states, “Happy are
those who are concerned for the poor; the Lord will help them when they are in trouble.”
We can receive many gifts from God if we will believe and ask Him for them. This act of
believing is called faith. Our faith pleases God and brings not only salvation and other gifts we have
mentioned, but also healing and the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
“No one can please God without faith, for whoever comes to God must have faith that God
exists and rewards those who seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).
That we receive healing through faith is found in James 5:15, “This prayer made in faith will
heal the sick person; the Lord will restore him to health, and the sins he has committed will be
forgiven.”
The baptism in the Holy Spirit is also received through faith.
Christ did this in order that the blessing which God promised to Abraham might be given to the
Gentiles by means of Christ Jesus, so that through faith we might receive the Spirit promised
by God (Galatians 3:14).

63

The greatest gift, however, is found in Romans 6:23, “God’s free gift is eternal life in union with
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
“Every good gift and every perfect present comes from heaven; it comes down from God, the
Creator” (James 1:17).

1 Read Psalm 91. What words could be used to describe these promises that are a gift from
God?
.......................................................................................................................................................
2 Read the references on the left. Write beside each the number of the promise on the right that is
mentioned in the verse.
. . . . a Romans 5:17
. . . . b Ecclesiastes 2:26
. . . . c Ezekiel 11:19
. . . . d Matthew 11:28

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Wisdom, knowledge, and happiness
Abilities
Abundant grace
New heart and new mind
Rest

. . . . e 1 Corinthians 12:6

3 Write on the lines below at least three gifts that you have received from God since receiving
Jesus as your Savior.
.......................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Objective 2. Recognize gifts that believers can give to God.

Does it seem strange to give something to God who has everything? In His Word God Himself
tells us what we can give Him.
We can give God our worship. Psalm 95:6 says, “Come, let us bow down and worship him; let
us kneel before the Lord, our Maker.” Worship can be given by praying, by thanking God for His
blessings, by praising Him and giving to His work. Colossians 3:16 tells us to “sing to God with
thanksgiving.”
We also worship when we give ourselves to God without any holding back.
Because of God’s great mercy to us I appeal to you: Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to
God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. This is the true worship that you should offer.
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Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but let God transform you inwardly
by a complete change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will of God—what is
good and is pleasing to him and is perfect (Romans 12:1-2).
Giving our money is another way to worship. And when we give, we also receive. God promised
in Malachi 3:10:
Bring the full amount of your tithes to the Temple. Put me to the test and you will see that I will
open the windows of heaven and pour out on you in abundance all kinds of good things.
A tithe is ten percent of your income.
As Christians, everything we do can be as to the Lord. Jesus gives an interesting account in
Matthew 25 of people who received rewards for giving food and drink to Him and for visiting Him
in prison. When they asked when they had ever done that, He replied “I tell you, whenever you did
this for one of the least important of these brothers of mine, you did it for me!” In other words, our
giving becomes a way of life.
Continuous worship does not mean being on our knees continually in prayer. If we will live
each day in a manner pleasing to the Lord—He will count it as unending worship. We won’t find
it difficult at all to “always give thanks for everything to God the Father” (Ephesians 5:20), for He
is worthy.

4 What gift that we can give God is mentioned in the following verses?
a Isaiah 38:20
.......................................................................................................................................................
b Habakkuk 2:20
.......................................................................................................................................................
c Psalm 103:1
.......................................................................................................................................................
d John 4:23
.......................................................................................................................................................
e 1 Timothy 2:8
f

.......................................................................................................................................................
Hebrews 10:25
.......................................................................................................................................................

5 Psalm 76:11 says that you should bring God all the gifts you have.............................................
6 Which of the following could be considered as worship or gifts to God?
a Singing choruses while washing clothes
b Not showing anger when your boss is unreasonable
c Going to church on Sunday
d Giving thanks to God before you eat
e Sitting in silence thinking of God’s goodness
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1 Your answer. You might sum them up with words like: God’s Protection or Safety in God.
4 a
b
c
d
e
f

Play instruments and sing praise.
Be silent before God.
Praise the Lord.
Worship Him.
Pray with lifted hands.
Meeting together and encouraging one another.

2 a
b
c
d
e

3) Abundant grace.
1) Wisdom, knowledge, and happiness.
4) New heart and new mind.
5) Rest.
2) Abilities.

5 promised Him.
3 Your answer. You might have been healed, given a job, been delivered from fear or found new
hope—His gifts are many.
6 All the statements tell of ways we can worship.
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