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New Testament

You have learned many things about the books of the New 

Testament in the previous lessons. You have learned about the 

political, religious, and cultural circumstances which surrounded 

them. You have learned some facts about their authors. You have 

considered some of the reasons why they were written. And you 

have read each one and studied its message.

But there are still some questions that need to be answered. 

For example, why does the New Testament contain just the 27 

books we have studied and no others? How were these books 

passed on to us? What evidence is there to show that they exist 

today in the same form in which they were fi rst written during 

the fi rst century?

In this lesson you will fi nd answers to these questions. 

You will discover how the New Testament was formed. You 

will become acquainted with the evidence we have that it has 

been accurately passed on to us. The facts you learn will help 

you realize that you can have complete confi dence in the New 

Testament. They will help you see why you can rely on it with 

assurance as you seek to serve the Lord and live for Him.
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lesson outline

Formed Under God’s Guidance

Faithfully Preserved and Transmitted

lesson objectives

When you fi nish this lesson you should be able to:

Choose descriptions of the four main stages in the formation 
of the New Testament.

Match statements about the reliability of the New Testament 
to specifi c facts which support them.

learning activities

1. Study the lesson development, paying special attention to 
the information given on the charts. Complete the study 
questions and check your answers.

2. Find the places associated with the formation of the New 
Testament on the map which is given.

3. After you have completed the lesson, review it and take 
the self-test. Then review Lessons 8, 9, and 10 (unit 3) and 
answer the questions on your student report for Unit 3.
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keywords

canon miniscule uncial
codex monastery vellum
lectionary papyri
manuscript parchment
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lesson development
The Holy Spirit not only inspired the writers of the New 

Testament books but also guided the church in forming the New 

Testament and transmitting it to us. Your study of these processes 

will help you see why you can rely on the New Testament as 

God’s Word for us today.

FORMED UNDER GOD’S GUIDANCE
Objective 1. Choose descriptions of the four main stages in the 

formation of the New Testament.

The formation of the New Testament was a process which went 

on for several years after the books themselves were written. The 

books were circulated, gathered into collections, used by church 

leaders, and offi cially recognized by church council.

Written by Chosen Men
Not very long after the ascension of Jesus, God inspired 

certain men to write the books you have studied which we call 

the New Testament. At fi rst the apostles preached from their own 

fi rst-hand experience with Christ and showed how He fulfi lled 

the Old Testament prophecies (see Acts 2:14-40; 3:17-26; 7:2-53; 

8:26-35, for example). Then Paul, Peter, and others wrote letters 

to various churches and individuals in order to confi rm in writing 

what they had already explained through preaching and teaching. 

Later, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John wrote the Gospels so 

that believers would have an accurate record of the life and 

teachings of Jesus, and Luke wrote the book of Acts. Finally, 

the apostle John was told to write the things God revealed to 

him in order to show believers what would take place in the 

future (Revelation 1:1, 11). The whole group of 27 writings was 

produced between A.D. 49 and A.D. 95.

Collected by Believers
Some churches exchanged the letters they had received (see 

Colossians 4:16). No doubt the letters were eventually returned 

to their original owners, however, for they were highly prized. 
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Copies were made of the various writings, and before very long 

churches in many cities had them.

Not much later after the separate writings were circulated and 

copied, certain ones were grouped together. In the New Testament 

itself, Peter wrote of the letters of Paul as if they were already an 

accepted unit (2 Peter 3:15-16). Manuscripts have been found in 

which Paul’s letters were all placed together in just such a way. In 

addition, it appears that the four Gospels were often bound together.

Sometimes Acts was included with this group. Other similar 

collections were made during the years after the books were 

written, and soon all the New Testament books were joined 

together. One important manuscript that we have from the fourth 

century contains the entire New Testament.

Application

1 The New Testament books were
a) probably circulated fi rst as separate letters or writings.
b) written over a period of two hundred years.
c) produced before the apostles fi rst began to preach about Christ.
d) confi rmations of truths believers had already been taught.

Affi rmed by Church Leaders
The books of the New Testament were recognized as God’s 

Word by those who received them. As we have seen, Peter 

regarded the writings of Paul as Scripture (2 Peter 3:15-16). 

In 1 Timothy 5:18, Paul applied the term “Scripture” both to a 

quotation from the Old Testament, “Do not muzzle the ox while 

it is treading out the grain,” (Deuteronomy 25:4) and a saying 

of Jesus, “The worker deserves his wages” (Luke 10:7). Paul 

and John both expected their letters to be read to the church, as 

was the custom with Old Testament Scriptures in the synagogue 

(1 Thessalonians 5:27; Colossians 4:16; Revelation 1:3).

During the years which followed the writing and circulation of 

the New Testament books, other church leaders in different places 

recognized them as God’s Word. They quoted from various New 
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Testament books in their writings, giving them the same kind of 

respect as was given to the Old Testament Scriptures. The following 

chart will give you a short summary of some of these leaders, when 

and where they lived, and the books of the New Testament they 

quoted from or referred to in their writings. (Note: the abbreviation 

c. stands for circa, “about the time of,” and signifi es an approximate 

date; the abbreviation fl . stands fl oruit, “fl ourished,” and signifi es the 

approximate time when a person was living.)

Use of New Testament

by Early Church Leaders

Name and Date Place Books used or referred to

Clement of Rome
(c. 30-100)

Rome Matthew, Romans, 
1 Corinthians, Hebrews

Polycarp
(c. 69-155)

Smyrna Matthew, Acts, Paul’s Epistles, 1 
Peter, 1 John

Papias
(c. 80-155)

Hierapolis Matthew, Mark, John, 1 John, 
1 Peter

Justin Martyr
(c. 100-165)

Rome Gospels, Acts, 1 Peter, Romans, 
1 Corinthians, Galatians, 
Ephesians, Colossians, 
2 Thessalonians, Hebrews, 
Revelation

Irenaeus
(c. 140-203)

Asia Minor,
Gaul

All of the New Testament 
except Philemon and 3 John

Tertullian
(c. 150-222)

Carthage All of the New Testament except 
Philemon, James, 2 and 3 John

Tatian
(fl . 170)

Syria,
Rome

Most of the New Testament

Theophilus
(c. 115-188)

Antioch Most of the New Testament

Clement
(c. 155-215)

Alexandria All of the New Testament 
except James, 2 Peter, 3 John

Origen
(c. 185-253)

Alexandria All of the New Testament 
except 2 and 3 John

Dionysius
(c. 200-265)

Alexandria All of the New Testament 
except 2 Peter and Jude
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Application

2 Find each of the places listed in the previous chart on the map 
of the Roman Empire given in Lesson 1. The chart giving the 
use of the New Testament books by church leaders and the map 
indicate that
a) the book of Revelation was not quoted or referred to in the 

writings of church leaders until A.D. 180.
b) Polycarp of Smyrna and Justin Martyr both referred to the 

Gospels before A.D. 170.
c) by the time Irenaeus had fi nished his writings, all of the New 

Testament books had been referred to except 3 John.
d) leaders outside of Rome did not quote or use the New 

Testament books in their writings before A.D. 160.
e) by A.D. 215 the New Testament books had been used by 

church leaders in at least fi ve different places including Egypt 
and Africa.

The leaders named on the chart did not only quote the New 

Testament books and refer to them, but they also relied on them 

when opposing false teachers. Irenaeus and Origen, for example, 

appealed to the New Testament writings when they wrote against 

errors such as Gnosticism. (You will recall that in Lesson 9 you 

learned that 1 John was written against an early form of this 

same kind of false teaching—the idea that spirit is good and 

matter is evil.) The use which these church leaders made of the 

New Testament books shows their high regard for them.

Recognized by Church Council
Toward the last part of the fourth century, the church leaders 

gave formal recognition to the books which were accepted 

as inspired. Those which were accepted were spoken of as 

belonging to or forming the canon of Scripture, that is, the body 

of writings which were divinely inspired and authoritative.

There were three main reasons why this formal recognition 

was made: 1) the appearance of other writings which were 

accepted by some as inspired, 2) the infl uence of the incomplete 

list or canon of Marcion, and 3) the persecution of Diocletian.

T h e  K i n g d o m ,  T h e  P o w e r,  a n d  T h e  G l o r y244



1. The appearance of other writings. The 27 books of our 

New Testament were not the only writings about Christ and 

the apostles which were composed during the fi rst 150 years 

of the church’s existence. Luke said in the introduction to his 

Gospel account, “Many have undertaken to draw up an account 

of the things that have been fulfi lled among us” (Luke 1:1). 

Paul warned the Thessalonians not to believe any letter which 

contradicted what he said about the Day of the Lord, even though 

such a letter claimed to be from him (2 Thessalonians 2:2).

Later on such writings as 1 Clement (c. A.D. 96), The Epistle 

of Barnabas (c. A.D. 130), The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles 

(c. A.D. 120), and The Shepherd of Hermas (c. A.D. 140) 

appeared. These writings were of a devotional nature and were 

highly regarded by certain churches. In the second and third 

centuries, a considerable number of other writings appeared 

which also claimed to be inspired. Among these were the Acts of 

Peter, the Apocalypse of Peter, and the Gospel of Thomas. Many

of them were of a fanciful and imaginative nature.

Faced with this situation, the leaders of the church needed 

to state which books had been accepted by all as the authentic 

products of the Holy Spirit.

2. The list of Marcion (c. A.D. 140). Along with the 

appearance of other writings, there was the growing infl uence 

of the incomplete list or canon of Marcion. Marcion was a false 

teacher who accepted only the Gospel of Luke and ten of Paul’s 

Epistles—after he had taken out of them everything he did 

not like. He rejected the other books which had already been 

recognized by most leaders as being inspired and gathered many 

followers who accepted his incomplete list. The church leaders 

needed to affi rm the authority of the books which Marcion denied.

3. The persecution of Diocletian. Another factor which led 

to the formation of the canon was the law made by the Roman 

emperor Diocletian in A.D. 303. According to this law, all sacred 

books were to be burned. This made it important for the church 

leaders to give formal recognition to those books which should 

be preserved and protected from destruction.
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Application

3 In your notebook, briefl y explain how each of the following 
events led to the formation of the New Testament canon.
a Writings such as The Epistle of Barnabas and The Shepherd 

of Hermas appeared.
b Marcion accepted only the Gospel of Luke and ten of Paul’s 

Epistles.
c The emperor Diocletian made a law that all holy books were 

to be burned.

A signifi cant event in the formation of the New Testament 

canon was the Third Council of Carthage which was held in A.D. 

397. Previous church councils had met in various places, such 

as the Council of Nicaea (A.D. 325), the Council of Laodicea 

(A.D. 363), and the Damasine Council (A.D. 382), and various 

lists were produced. However, it was at the Third Council of 

Carthage that the fi rst formal statement was made regarding 

which books were to be considered canonical, that is, part of the 

canon. This statement was a list which named the same 27 books 

which our New Testament contains, no more and no less.

Each book which was included in the canon had to meet all of 

the following tests:

1. Apostolicity. It had to have an apostle or a person who 
was closely associated with an apostle as its author.

2. Spirituality. It had to have a spiritual and moral character 
of the highest kind, concentrating on the person and work 
of Christ.

3. Universality. It had to have been accepted by the church 
as a whole.

4. Inspiration. It had to give unmistakable evidence that it 
had been inspired by the Holy Spirit.

It is important to realize that church leaders could not make 

a writing part of the canon. Either a certain letter or book was 

inspired by the Holy Spirit and authoritative by its very content 

or it was not. The task of the leaders was to recognize those 

writings which were worthy of canonical status and include them 

in the canon. It is evident that the Holy Spirit guided the leaders, 
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for the books they acknowledged have stood the test of time and 

have been suffi cient for every need of the church.

Application

4 Circle the letter in front of each TRUE statement.
a Some of the books included in the New Testament canon 

were not written by an apostle.
b When the Third Council of Carthage met, the 27 books of the 

New Testament had already been quoted and referred to by 
many church leaders.

c The Third Council of Carthage named the books which met 
all the tests of canonicity.

d From many writings which met the four tests for canonicity, the 
Third Council of Carthage selected only 27.

5 Complete the following in your notebook.
a Explain why alternative d in study question 4 is false.
b Explain why some books which were not written by an 

apostle were included in the New Testament canon.

6 Match the stage in the formation of the New Testament (right) 
with each event associated with it in this lesson (left).

...... a Tatian quoted or referred to most of the 
New Testament.

...... b The four Gospels were bound together.

...... c Peter spoke of Paul’s Epistles as if they 
were already formed into a group.

...... d The Third Council of Carthage published 
the list of books which were canonical.

...... e Luke wrote an account of the life of 
Christ and the beginning of the church.

...... f Origen used the New Testament when 
arguing against Gnosticism.

1) Writing
2) Collection
3) Affi rmation
4) Recognition
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FAITHFULLY PRESERVED AND 

TRANSMITTED
Objective 2. Match statements about the reliability of the New 

Testament to specifi c facts which support them.

In the previous section we studied how the New Testament 

was formed. Now we will consider the evidence we have that it 

has been carefully copied and passed on to us just as it was fi rst 

written. As we study this evidence, we will discover the reasons 

why we can be sure that our New Testament is a trustworthy 

record of the life of Jesus and the teachings of the apostles.

Many Ancient Manuscripts Exist
It is true that none of the original manuscripts of the New 

Testament books has survived—for example, the letter of 

1 Corinthians which Paul himself wrote. However, many 

hundreds of copies of them have been found and preserved. 

Some of these are from as early as the second century after 

Christ. These manuscripts and writings can be divided into four 

basic groups: the Greek papyri and parchments, the translations 

and versions, the quotations made by the church leaders, and the 

lectionaries or reading lessons used in the churches.

The Greek Papyri and Parchments

As you know, the writers of the New Testament used the 

Greek language. The original letters and books and the fi rst 

copies of them were written on a substance called papyrus; later 

on copies were made on parchment.

Papyrus was a writing substance made from the leaves of the 

papyrus reed which grows in Egypt. At fi rst, manuscripts were 

copied onto rolls of papyrus. Then individual leaves were cut and 

bound together in a book form called a codex. Books today are 

still made in the same way. Papyrus was not expensive, but it was 

fragile. In a dry climate, such as that of Egypt, papyrus sheets 

could last for hundreds of years. In a damp climate, though, they 

easily rotted. Despite their fragility, however, some eighty-eight 

papyrus manuscripts have survived. The oldest of these that has 
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been discovered to date is the Rylands Papyri 457 (P52). It is from 

the early part of the second century and contains portions of the 

Gospel of John. If the Gospel of John was written at the close of 

the fi rst century (around A.D. 95), this means that this fragment 

comes from a manuscript produced less than fi fty years later.

Six of the most important papyrus manuscripts are briefl y 

described in the following chart (Note: Papyrus manuscripts are 

referred to by a letter P with a raised number. Sometimes the 

name of the person who discovered the manuscript is included.)

Papyrus Manuscripts of the New Testament

Number

and Name

When

Produced

New Testament Portions 

Included

P52 Rylands 
Papyri 457

Early 2nd 
Century

John 18:31-33, 37-38

P75 2nd Century Most of John chs. 1-5, 8-9; 
portions of chs. 6-7, 10-15; Luke 
chs. 3-24

P13 3rd Century Hebrews 2:14–5:5; 10:8-22; 10:29–
11:13; 11:28–12:17

P45 Chester 
Beatty I

3rd Century Portions of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John, and Acts

P46 Chester 
Beatty II

3rd Century Most of Paul’s Epistles except 
Philemon and the pastorals; 
Hebrews

P47 Chester 
Beatty III

3rd Century Most of Revelation 9:10–17:2

Beginning around the fourth century, New Testament books 

were copied onto parchment and vellum, more durable (and 

expensive) writing substances made from the skins of animals. 

These were also made into codices. There are more than 270 

parchment or vellum uncial manuscripts (written in Greek capital 

letters), and more than 2,790 miniscule manuscripts (written in 

cursive or connected Greek letters). Five of the most important 

of these are listed on the following chart.
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Parchment and Vellum Manuscripts of the New Testament

Name

When

Produced New Testament Portions 

Included

Codex Vaticanus Middle 4th 
Century

Matthew through Hebrews 9:13

Codex Sinaiticus Late 4th 
Century

The entire New Testament

Codex
Alexandrinus

Early 5th 
Century

Almost all the New Testament; 
lacks two chs. of Matthew, 
two of John, and most of 
2 Corinthians

Codex
Washingtonianus 
I

Late 4th- 
Early 5th 
Century

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

Miniscule 33 9th Century Gospels, Acts, Epistles

Application

7 Circle the letter in front of each TRUE statement.
a The oldest papyrus manuscript that exists is from the third 

century.
b The term codex refers to the type of Greek letters that were 

used in ancient manuscripts.
c The Chester Beatty papyri p45, p46, and p47 were produced 

during the third century.
d The earliest complete manuscript of the New Testament we 

have is from the late fourth century.
e More than 2,650 papyrus, vellum, or parchment manuscripts 

exist of part or all of the New Testament.

Early Translations and Versions

Soon after the New Testament books were written and 

circulated, they were translated into various languages. Some of 

these translations were made two hundred years before Codex 

Vaticanus was produced. Thus they are an even earlier witness to 

the existence and form of the New Testament. Five of the most 

important versions are described in the following chart.
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Early Versions of the New Testament

Name Date Language New Testament 

Portions Included

African Latin c. A.D. 150 Latin Almost all of the New 
Testament

Diatessaron
of Tatian

c. A.D. 170 Syriac An interweaving of the 
four Gospels

Sinaitic Syriac 4th century Syriac Most of the Gospels

Sahidic
Version

A.D. 200 Egyptian 
(Coptic)

Almost all of the New 
Testament

Latin Vulgate A.D. 384 Latin The entire New 
Testament

Writings of the Church Fathers

In addition to the Greek manuscripts and the other language 

versions of the New Testament, there are many quotations from 

the New Testament in the writings of various church leaders 

beginning in the fi rst century. These leaders include most of those 

who are listed in the previous chart you have studied entitled “Use 

of the New Testament by Early Church Leaders.” The quotations 

by these writers show that manuscripts of the New Testament 

books were already known in many places at the time they were 

written. If all the quotations by these church leaders were put 

together, they would contain almost the entire New Testament.

Lectionaries

Besides the Greek manuscripts, the various versions, and 

the writings of the church fathers, there also exist over 2,200 

lectionaries which contain portions of the New Testament. These 

lectionaries were used for the public reading of the Scriptures in 

the churches. The oldest ones that have been found at this time 

are from the sixth century.

As you can see, there are at least 5,300 manuscripts of all 

or part of the New Testament, counting just the Greek papyrus, 

parchment, and vellum manuscripts and the church lectionaries.
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It is interesting to compare the New Testament with other 

works which were written at about the same time in regards to 

the number and age of the manuscripts which exist today. Three 

of these works are the following: Annals of Imperial Rome, by 

Tacitus; Gallic War, by Julius Caesar; and The War with Hannibal, 

by Livy. All of these are writings about the political and military 

history of the Roman Empire. Notice how the New Testament 

compares with these writings as given on the following chart.

Comparison of Manuscript Evidence

Document Number 
of Existing 
Manuscripts

Number of Years Between 
Original Writing and Earliest 
Existing Manuscript

Annals of 
Imperial Rome

2 800

Gallic War 10 900

The War With 
Hannibal

20 300

The New 
Testament

More than 
5,300

250, some manuscripts from less 
than 50 years after original

Truly, there is an overwhelming abundance of manuscripts 

of the New Testament. The sheer amount of evidence provided 

by the great numbers and early date of the papyri, parchments, 

vellums, lectionaries, quotations, and versions of the New 

Testament points to only one inescapable conclusion: the life, 

death, and resurrection of Christ is the best-documented event in 

all of ancient history.

Application

8 When compared with works written by Tacitus, Julius Caesar, 
and Livy during the same period as the New Testament, there are 
at least
a) 10 times more manuscripts of the New Testament.
b) 100 times more manuscripts of the New Testament.
c) 250 times more manuscripts of the New Testament.
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Our New Testament Is Completely Reliable
For fourteen centuries the New Testament existed in manuscript 

form. Most of these manuscripts were kept in the large churches 

and monasteries of Europe, and some in the homes of wealthy 

men. But this situation changed dramatically when printing was 

invented by Johann Gutenberg in 1437. The fi rst book he printed 

in Mainz, Germany, in 1456 was the Bible—the Gutenberg Bible 

as it came to be known. This was a momentous event. Instead of 

being laboriously copied by hand, Bibles could be rapidly and 

inexpensively produced by the hundreds. Now everyone could have 

his own copy of the Old and New Testaments.

Many translations have been made of the Bible. Most of the 

modern ones, including the New International Version, are based 

on the best readings of all the available Greek manuscripts. There 

are some minor and insignifi cant variations among these sources. 

However, the actual differences among the hundreds of Greek 

manuscripts amount to so little that they could occupy less than two-

thirds of one page of an entire New Testament—one one-thousandth 

part of the whole. This fact shows that all the manuscripts came 

from one original. It also shows that the men who copied the New 

Testament books did so with great care. The agreement among the 

manuscripts is so close that we can say with assurance that our New 

Testament faithfully represents the original writings in every respect.

Application

9 Most modern translations of the New Testament are based on 
a text obtained primarily from the
a) quotations of the church fathers.
b) lectionaries preserved by the churches.
c) Greek manuscripts in existence.
d) Syriac and Coptic versions.
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10 Match the statement about the New Testament (right) with 
each sentence which gives a fact that supports it (left).

...... a During the last part of the 
second century, Irenaeus used 
or referred to every book of 
the New Testament except 
Philemon and 3 John.

...... b There are around 5,300 
manuscripts of part or all of 
the New Testament compared 
to 20 of the writings of Livy.

...... c Differences among the Greek 
manuscripts amount to less 
than two-thirds of a page of an 
entire New Testament.

...... d The Sahidic version of the 
New Testament was made in 
A.D. 200.

...... e The Rylands Papyrus 467 
(P52) dates from the fi rst part 
of the second century.

1) Our New Testament 
today is a faithful and 
complete reproduction 
of the original 
documents.

2) Manuscripts of the 
New Testament have 
been found which 
were made within fi fty 
years after the original 
writings.

3) The entire New 
Testament was in 
existence no later than 
the beginning of the 
third century.

4) There are at least 
250 times more 
manuscripts of the 
New Testament than 
of other writings made 
at the same time.

You and I have the New Testament today because of the work 

of many faithful, dedicated Christians—those who wrote it as 

God inspired them; those who carefully copied, preserved, and 

transmitted it to us; those who patiently compared the hundreds 

of Greek manuscripts in order to produce our modern, accurate 

versions; and those who translated it into our languages. And 

what a priceless treasure it is! It tells us about our incomparable 

Savior, the wonderful kingdom He came to establish, the power 

that is ours to serve Him, and the glory that we will share with 

Him forever. Let us study it with diligence. Let us take its message 

into our hearts. Let us teach its truth to others with full assurance, 

knowing that it is the active, living, life-changing Word of God.
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self-test

1 MATCHING. Match the person or thing (right) to each 
sentence which describes the person or thing (left).

...... a Emperor who in A.D. 303 commanded 
the burning of all sacred books

...... b A false teacher who denied the 
inspiration of several New Testament 
books

...... c A church leader who lived A.D. 30-100 
and quoted from the New Testament 
books

...... d Printed the fi rst Bible in Mainz, Germany

...... e Term specifi cally meaning the 
authoritative, inspired books

...... f A work produced in A.D. 140 and not 
included in the canon

...... g Earliest complete Greek manuscript of 
the New Testament

...... h Translation of the New Testament made 
in c. A.D. 150

...... i Accepted only Luke and ten of Paul’s 
Epistles

...... j Gave offi cial recognition to canonical 
books in A.D. 397

1) Clement of 
Rome

2) Marcion
3) Diocletian
4) The Shepherd 

of Hermas
5) The Third 

Council of 
Carthage

6) Canon
7) Codex 

Sinaiticus
8) African Latin 

Version
9) Johann 

Gutenberg

MULTIPLE-CHOICE. Choose the one phrase which best 

completes each of the following.

2 The canonical test of apostolicity referred specifi cally to the
a) actual contents of the book.
b) authorship of the book.
c) effect of the book on its readers.
d) regard for the book by the churches.

3 Of the following, the earliest witness we have to the form and 
existence of the New Testament is the
a) Latin Vulgate.
b) Codex Vaticanus.
c) African Latin Version.
d) Gutenberg Bible.
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4 The signifi cance of the Rylands Papyri 457 (P52) is that it
a) was produced within fi fty years of the original.
b) contains the entire Gospel of John.
c) shows that Paul’s Epistles were already a group.
d) dates from the fi rst part of the third century.

5 The importance of the Third Council of Carthage in regard to 
the formation of the New Testament is that it
a) gathered the New Testament books together for the fi rst time.
b) described what it meant for a book to be inspired.
c) declared which books met all four tests of canonicity.
d) excluded all books not directly written by the apostles 

themselves.

6 When compared to the existing manuscripts of works by 
Tacitus, Livy, and Julius Caesar, the manuscripts of the New 
Testament as a whole are
a) about the same in number but of an earlier date.
b) many more in number and of a much earlier date.
c) fewer in number and of a later date.
d) greater in number but of a later date.

7 A circumstance which led directly to a formal statement 
regarding the canon was the
a) infl uence of the list of Marcion.
b) collection of the four Gospels into one volume.
c) translation of the New Testament into Syriac.
d) quotation of the New Testament books by Polycarp.

8 Of the following, the most important evidence that our New 
Testament today is a faithful reproduction of the original writings 
is the existence of
a) more than 2,200 church lectionaries found in many different 

cities.
b) quotations from the New Testament by church leaders in 

Rome.
c) several translations of the New Testament looks into Latin.
d) many early Greek manuscripts which agree closely.

9 CHRONOLOGY. Put the following events in historical 
sequence by writing 1 in front of the event which occurred fi rst, 2 
in front of the event which occurred next, and so forth.

...... a The Third Council of Carthage offi cially recognized the 
canonical books.

...... b Paul wrote to the Corinthians.

...... c Johann Gutenberg printed the fi rst Bible.
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...... d Peter preached from the Old Testament on the Day of 
Pentecost.

...... e Origen referred to books of the New Testament in arguing 
against Gnosticism.

...... f The African Latin Version of the New Testament was 
produced.

Be sure to complete the Answer Sheet For Unit Three and 

return it to your ICI national director or learning center director
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answers to study questions

 6 a 3) Affi rmation.
b 2) Collection.
c 2) Collection.
d 4) Recognition.
e 1) Writing.
f 3) Affi rmation.

 1 a) probably circulated fi rst as separate letters or writings.
d) confi rmations of truths believers had already been taught.

 7 a False.
b False.
c True.
d True.
e True.

 2 b) Polycarp of Smyrna . . . before A.D. 170.
c) by the time Irenaeus . . . except 3 John.
e) by the year A.D. 215 . . . including Egypt and Africa.

 8 c) 250 times more manuscripts of the New Testament.

 3 Suggested answers are as follows:
a Church leaders needed to decide if these writings were to 

be accepted as part of the New Testament canon.
b Church leaders needed to declare that the other inspired 

books which Marcion rejected were part of the canon.
c Church leaders needed to decide which books were part of 

the canon and should be preserved from destruction.

 9 c) Greek manuscripts in existence.

 4 a True.
b True.
c True.
d False.

10 a 3) The entire . . . century.
b 4) There are . . . time.
c 1) Our New . . . documents.
d 3) The entire . . . century.
e 2) Manuscripts . . . writings.

 5 a The statement is false because there were only 27 books 
which met all four tests of canonicity.

b They were included because they were written by 
someone who was closely associated with an apostle.
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For Your Notes
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