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Lesson
sson 8

Wors
orship in the Spirit
“God is spirit,” Jesus said, “and His worshipers must
worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). He was speaking to the
Samaritan woman at the well in Sychar. Earlier He had told her,
“If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you
for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have
given you living water” (John 4:10).
Near the end of His ministry, Jesus shed further light on the
meaning of the living water. He said,
“If any man is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.
Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams
of living water will flow from within him” (John 7:37-38).
The apostle John explains that Jesus was referring to the Holy
Spirit, whom His followers would receive following Jesus’
glorification (v. 39). With the Spirit’s coming, wellsprings of
worship would flow forth from within the believer as a ministry of
the Holy Spirit unto God. True worship manifests itself by a holy
reverence or fear of God which results in exaltation of the Lord,
obedience to His commandments, and a desire to give oneself in
dedicated service to the kingdom of God.
Of all God’s creation, only mankind has been given the
capacity to receive God in the Person of the Holy Spirit and to
have fellowship with Him through the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is
now preparing a company of redeemed people who will be
joined to Christ in perfect communion at the close of this present
age and for eternity. Because His Spirit is within us, we desire to
worship Him and live for Him until that day comes. What a
privilege we have to glorify the One who gave Himself for us
that we might have eternal life! He has given us the power to
worship Him through the Holy Spirit, the living water that
dwells within us! Worship Him, reverence Him, and serve Him!
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lesson outline
Fearing God
Glorifying God
Serving God
Praying to God
lesson objectives
When you finish this lesson you should be able to:
• Explain the relationship between reverence, or fear of God,
and worship in the Spirit.
• Describe ways the Holy Spirit helps us to glorify God.
• Express the importance of service to God as it relates to
spiritual worship.
• Develop a personal prayer life and daily walk with God that is
worship in spirit and in truth.
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learning activities
1. Study the lesson in the manner described in the learning
activities for Lesson 1. Read the lesson content, find and read all
Scripture texts given, and answer the study questions.
2. Be sure to study the meanings of key words that you do not
know.
3. Take the self-test and check your answers.
key words
awe
awesomeness
contaminates
edifies

exaltation
hallowed
perfecting
reverence

submissive
yieldedness

lesson development
FEARING GOD
Objective 1.

Complete sentences from Scriptures which reveal the
need for fear or reverence of God.

Biblical Definition
The wise man said, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7). Someone else has expanded on this
by saying that the fear of the Lord is a reverence that exalts God
and that is the beginning of all wisdom. The Holy Spirit helps us
to recognize who God is and what He has done. When we see
the awesomeness of God, His might and power, we recognize
that He is indeed fearful.
Fear of God includes the idea of deep reverence, awe, and
respect, which leads one to show devotion, honor, and obedience
to Him. It is illustrated in the worship experience of Isaiah.
1 Read Isaiah 6:1-8, and answer these questions:
a How did Isaiah describe his vision of the Lord? He saw the
Lord as .....................................................................................
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b Would you say that Isaiah’s reaction to this vision was one
of fear, or lack of fear?
.................................................................................................
c When Isaiah saw the majesty of God, how did he then see
himself? ...................................................................................
d How was he cleansed or purified? ..........................................
e Which of these words describes the response of Isaiah to this
vision? fearful, submissive, unconcerned
.................................................................................................
The Bible speaks frequently of the fear of God as something
necessary and to be desired. This is true not only in the Old
Testament where Israel lived under a relatively impersonal
theocracy but also in the New Testament where one’s
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ is more personal. This is
true because God wants us to reverence Him and to give Him
the place He deserves in our lives both for what He is and for
what He has done. Never should we view our relationship with
Him as commonplace nor should we approach Him with
irreverent familiarity. He is the Sovereign of the universe; He
deserves our unending praise, worship, and respect.
A Growing Reverence
The ministry of the Holy Spirit in the early church brought fear
and awe to the hearts of everyone as He worked wonders and
miraculous signs among the people (Acts 2:43). As the church grew,
it was strengthened and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, and it grew
in numbers while living in the fear of the Lord (Acts 9:31).
Let’s take a closer look at the fear of the Lord to see what is
included in this concept. Fear of the Lord comes from our
conception of the living God. There is a holy fear in us which
helps us reverence God’s authority, obey His commandments,
stand in awe or respect for His majesty and holiness, and turn
from evil. (See the following Scriptures: Genesis 22:12;
1 Samuel 12:14, 20-25; Job 28:28; Psalm 111:10.) Those who
would fear God as they ought may see in Jesus’ example that
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godly fear produced “reverent submission” (Hebrews 5:7). The
apostle Paul admonishes believers to let their fear or reverence
for God issue forth in conscientious, holy living (2 Corinthians
7:1; Philippians 2:12).
The example of Ananias and Sapphira was a warning to the
early church of the necessity to reverence God and show Him
the respect that is due Him. Because they lied to the Holy Spirit
and their fellow Christians, God’s judgment came upon them
and they fell down and died (Acts 5:1-11).
2 How did the church react to this? (See Acts 5:5, 11.)
.......................................................................................................
The apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians:
“Dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything
that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out
of reverence for God” (2 Corinthians 7:1).
He also told the Ephesians to submit to one another out of
reverence for Christ (Ephesians 5:21).
The desire to be in God’s presence and give Him the honor
due Him is completely foreign to the flesh. When Isaiah saw
himself in relation to Almighty God, he was filled with fear
because of his uncleanliness. But when he was touched by the
coal from the altar of God, his fearfulness changed to
yieldedness as he worshiped his Creator (Isaiah 6:5-8).
In the same way, our desire to give honor to God is born in
our spirit when we are touched by the Holy Spirit, and it
develops as we yield ourselves to Him. Those who minister to
God around His throne delight to be in His marvelous presence
and cry, “Holy, holy, holy” (Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 4:8).
Isaiah speaks of the sevenfold Spirit which would rest upon
the Messiah, and which includes the fear of the Lord:
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The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of power,
the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord—
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.
—Isaiah 11:2-3
The Spirit of the Lord now dwells within us, and we can
experience His manifestation of wisdom, understanding,
counsel, power, and knowledge. We also learn to revere and
respect God through the help of the Holy Spirit. The intimacy
with God that comes through the communion of the Holy Spirit
will cause us to respect God more and more as we draw closer
and closer to Him.
The Need for Reverence
Paul speaks of the wicked as having no fear of God (Romans
3:18). Yet, Almighty God should be feared above all other
powers. Read what the writer to the Hebrews says about this:
If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received
the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left,
but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging
fire that will consume the enemies of God. Anyone who
rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the
testimony of two or three witnesses. How much more
severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who
has trampled the Son of God under foot . . . and who has
insulted the Spirit of grace? . . . It is a dreadful thing to
fall into the hands of the living God (Hebrews 10:26-31).
Peter wrote, “Fear God, honor the king” (1 Peter 2:17). This
is the way it should be. This does not mean that we live in dread
of God, not knowing how He feels about us or what He might do
to us. He has been revealed to us by the Holy Spirit as a loving
heavenly Father, but a Father that we draw close to with deep
honor and respect. Spiritual worship begins with reverence for
God, a reverence that will cause us to exalt the Lord and give
ourselves in obedience to Him.
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3 Find the following Old and New Testament Scriptures, and
summarize what each says about the need for fear or reverence
of God.
a Exodus 20:20—The fear of God will ......................................
b Deuteronomy 5:29—The Israelites are exhorted to fear God,
so that it might .........................................................................
c Job 28:28—The fear of the Lord is .........................................
d Psalm 19:9—The fear of the Lord is .......................................
e Psalm 33: 18-19—“The eyes of the Lord are on those who
f

fear him, to ..............................................................................
Psalm 85:9—Those who fear the Lord will receive
..................................................................................................

g Psalm 103:11—The Lord ...................... those who fear Him.
h Proverbs 14:27—The fear of the Lord is .................................
i Malachi 4:2—“For you who revere my name, the sun of
j

righteousness will rise with .....................................................
Luke 1:50—Those who fear Him will receive His

..................................................................................................
k Philippians 2:12-13—“Work out your salvation with fear and
l

trembling, for it is God ............................................................
Revelation 11:18—Those who reverence God’s name will
receive a ...................................................................................

GLORIFYING GOD
In Spirit and in Truth
Objective 2.

Select from a list necessary elements of worshipping
God in spirit and in truth.

Jesus’ discourse to the Samaritan woman, which we
mentioned at the beginning of this lesson, set the pattern for
worship in the church.
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This is what He told her:
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for
they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is
spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in
truth (John 4:23-24).
Later, Jesus told His disciples that when the Spirit of truth
would come, He would guide them into all truth. Then He said,
“He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and
making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is
mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is
mine and make it known to you” (John 16:13-15).

THE
HOLY SPIRIT
BRINGS
GLORY
TO CHRIST
Giving glory to God is essential in expressing our worship to
Him. The Holy Spirit has come to help us glorify the Lord. He
assists us in our worship by revealing the beauty of the Lord to
us. We need His help in this because the beauty of the Lord is
the beauty of holiness. When we worship the Lord in the beauty
of holiness, we praise Him for His moral excellence and purity, for
holiness embraces every other attribute of God. As the rays of the
sun, combining all the colors of the color spectrum, come together
in the sun’s shining and harmonize into light, so in His selfmanifestation all of God’s attributes come together in holiness. He
alone is holy (1 Samuel 2:2), utterly separate from evil; therefore,
what He does in all His works is right, for His works are the
expression of what He is. Having chosen to bring us to Himself
through the sacrifice of His Son on the basis of His grace alone, we
may approach Him daily with reverent confidence, knowing that He
inhabits the praises of His people and is pleased to give them the
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desires of their hearts. We have no concept of true holiness unless it
is revealed to us by the Holy Spirit.
In my early experience as a Christian I was very shy, and the
thought of public ministry terrified me. I played my accordion
quite well at home alone, but when I tried to perform in even a
small gathering of people, I could never finish the song.
Then I was baptized in the Holy Spirit. The night the Holy Spirit
came upon me, I felt I could perform before a thousand people, so I
agreed to play and sing during the Sunday morning worship service.
When the time came, the boldness that I felt when the Spirit
came upon me was gone, and I was shaking. Failure faced me, but I
claimed the power of the Holy Spirit and walked to the pulpit. As I
began to play the accordion, once again I could feel the Holy
Spirit’s power upon me and I was able to sing and play. However,
as I finished the song I realized something was different—no one
seemed to be interested either in my singing ability or my accordion
playing. Most of the people in the congregation had their eyes
closed and their hands raised in worship to God. The Holy Spirit
had been using me, but the Lord was receiving the glory!
As we stated in our last lesson, David is one of the few Old
Testament characters upon whom the Spirit of the Lord rested
continuously. The psalms of David reflect the Spirit moving upon
him, helping him to glorify God. The Psalms are filled with praise
and thanksgiving to Almighty God, who is the Provider of all
good things. They illustrate how the Spirit can move upon us to
lift our voices in praise and exaltation of our Lord and Savior, as
we consider His beauty and His sacrifice for us.
4 Which of the following qualities or behaviors are necessary
elements of worshipping God in Spirit and in truth?
a) Obedience
b) Praise
c) Boldness
d) Holiness
e) Reverence
f) Holy Spirit’s infilling
g) Public ministry
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In the Language of the Spirit
Objective 3.

List two ways of worshipping in the language of the
Spirit, and give a benefit of each.

When the Holy Spirit gives believers a revelation of the
beauty of holiness, words utterly fail them. Sometimes it is
impossible to find words in our human tongues that express
acceptable worship. Again the Holy Spirit helps us by giving us
the language of the Spirit.
Praying in the Spirit. A dear friend told us how for many
years he resisted the language of the Spirit. Yet he greatly
desired the fullness of the Holy Spirit and confessed his lack of
ability to worship God the way he desired. “Give me the fullness
of your Spirit, Lord,” he prayed, “but I’d rather not have a
language I do not understand.” When he received no satisfactory
answer, he finally recognized that he must yield himself
completely to the Holy Spirit.
After his first experience of worship in the Spirit, he testified
that he felt as if a fountain were opened in his spirit that poured
out all he had been trying to say to God. For the first time he
was satisfied that he had worshiped God in spirit and in truth.
Singing in the Spirit. Singing is an important part of
glorifying God. Someone has said, “Music is the language of the
soul.” We are exhorted to sing “spiritual songs” unto the Lord:
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual
songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord,
always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:19-20).
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach
and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you
sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in
your hearts to God (Colossians 3:16).
Singing psalms and hymns together edifies the whole church
and is a witness to the unbeliever (see 1 Corinthians 14). Singing
in the Spirit, which is implied by “spiritual songs,” helps us to
express our innermost feelings of joy, praise, and adoration in
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the language of the Spirit. Both are important and necessary
elements of our worship and both are anointed of the Holy
Spirit. The apostle Paul said,
“I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my
mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with
my mind” (1 Corinthians 14:15).
5 List two ways of worshipping in the language of the Spirit,
and give a benefit of each.
a ..................................................................................................
..................................................................................................
b ..................................................................................................
..................................................................................................
Stanley M. Horton observed that the believers in the early
church knew that in their worship they were
“quite insufficient in themselves to praise and glorify the
Lord. They expected singing in the Spirit, praying in the Spirit,
and gifts and ministries of the Spirit . . . . Every day . . . they
lived and walked in the Spirit” (Horton, 1976, p. 12).
SERVING GOD
Objective 4.

Identify what given Scriptures reveal to us about the
relationship between service to God and spiritual
worship.

Some of the Greek words translated worship can also be
translated service. An example is found in Romans 12:1:
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy,
to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing
to God-which is your spiritual worship.
Another translation concludes this verse with these words:
“. . . which is your reasonable service” (KJV). Thus, one of the
ways the Holy Spirit helps you to minister to God is to enable
you to make a total dedication of yourself to God.
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The same word is used by Paul in his letter to the Philippians
where he says, “we who worship (serve) by the Spirit of God,
who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the
flesh” (Philippians 3:3).
The fasting and praying Anna did in the temple are called
both serving and worshipping in different translations. When
Paul speaks of serving the Lord with great humility and tears,
the word serving could just as well have been translated
worshipping (Acts 20:19).
It is not so difficult to associate fasting and praying and
weeping with worship, but worship is more than that. The writer
to the Hebrews said that Jesus offered Himself by the eternal
Spirit so that we could be cleansed of our sins and serve
(worship) the living God (Hebrews 9:14). In other words, the
life that we live daily in the Spirit is an act of worshipping God.
Everything we say and do can be a means of spiritual worship!
That is what the apostle Paul meant when he wrote these words
to the Colossians:
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him. Whatever you do, work at it with all
your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men . . . . It is
the Lord Christ you are serving (Colossians 3:17, 23-24).
SERVING — PRAYING — SINGING

AS UNTO THE LORD!
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6 We can learn some things about spiritual worship through
service by reading Romans 12 and applying it to our own lives.
Complete the following chart by finding the DO NOT’s in this
chapter and state what we are to DO instead. This is the first step
in Christian service as spiritual worship.
DO NOT . . .
a . . . conform any longer to the
pattern of this world. (v. 2)
b . . . think of yourself more
highly than you ought. (v. 3)
c . . . be lacking in zeal (this
means do not be lazy). (v. 11)
d . . . be proud or conceited.
(v. 16)

BUT DO . . .

e . . . repay evil for evil. (v. 17)
f

. . . take revenge. (v. 19)

7 Romans 12 also tells how we should serve. Complete the
following sentences based on verses 6 through 8 and 20.
a If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him ....................................
b If it is serving, let him .............................................................
c if it is teaching, let him ............................................................
d If it is encouraging, let him .....................................................
e If it is contributing to the needs of others, let him
..................................................................................................
f

If it is leadership, let him ........................................................

g If it is showing mercy, let him ................................................
h If your enemy is hungry, .........................................................
i

If he is thirsty, .........................................................................

Jesus taught His disciples the meaning of spiritual worship
through service in His parable of the sheep and the goats (Matthew
25:31-46). He has sent us into the world to minister to the needs of
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others. We are to give them to drink of the living Water that we
have received from Him. We are to share the living Bread, the
eternal Word, with those who are lost in sin. We are also to minister
to their physical needs as though we were doing it unto the Lord.
This is spiritual worship put into action!
8 Read Matthew 25:31-46 carefully. Then circle the letter in
front of the correct completion to each statement.
The basis for judgment here appears to be the
a) response the hearers have made to the needs they have seen.
b) inability of hearers to assimilate knowledge.
From the Son of Man’s response to those who were rewarded we
gather that
c) one must work diligently if he is to merit salvation.
d) ministering to human needs is the same as ministering to Him.
Punishment is awarded on the basis of
e) the amount one has done in proportion to what he could have
done.
f) failure to respond to the needs of people everywhere as unto
Christ.
In this thought-provoking parable, Jesus may be seen as saying:
g) worship, in essence, is dead unless it is accompanied by
deeds which demonstrate one’s love of God.
h) worship in any form is acceptable with or without
accompanying action.
PRAYING TO GOD
Your prayers will be more effective if you follow the New
Testament pattern of praying in the Spirit. Paul said to “pray in
the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests”
(Ephesians 6:18). This is a broad concept that also includes what
he calls praying with the spirit. Paul says,
“If I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is
unfruitful [I do not understand what I am praying]. So
what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also
pray with my mind” (1 Corinthians 14:14-15).
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Both of these can and should be praying in the Spirit. You
will notice that in this context praying includes both praising
and thanksgiving (v. 16), in addition to petition.
Jesus taught us the meaning of spiritual worship in prayer, in
what we call The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13):
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.
We will look at the beginning phrases of this prayer and see
how they relate to what we have said about spiritual worship.
Hallowed Be Your Name—REVERENCE
Objective 5.

Find what given Scriptures say about the name of
Jesus, and apply this to your relationship with Him.

The Lord’s Prayer begins with recognition of the sacred
respect that should be given to the name of God. When God
gave His standard for holy living in the Ten Commandments, He
emphasized that His name must be reverenced:
“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God,
for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses
His name” (Exodus 20:7).
Go out into the street and listen for awhile to the
conversations of the world. It will help you to understand the
importance of reverencing the name of the Lord. Everywhere
you turn, you will hear people misusing the sacred name of God
the Father and His Son Jesus.
His name is holy. Demons tremble at the sound of the name
of Jesus (see Luke 10:17; Acts 16:18). Salvation comes only
through the name of Jesus (Acts 4:12). Philippians 2:6-11
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explains why we must respect and honor the name of Jesus
above every name:
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality
with God something to be grasped, but made himself
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made
in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a
man, he humbled himself and became obedient to
death—even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave
him the name that is above every name, that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
One congregation of believers was worshipping the Lord
recently, and the power of the Holy Spirit came upon them all as
they began, one by one, to express the meaning of the name of
Jesus. A godly man began by speaking aloud, “Wonderful is the
name of Jesus. His name is Immanuel, God with us.” Another
responded, “His name is Counselor, Prince of Peace.” And
another, “His name is Savior, Baptizer, Healer.” On and on it
continued, as different persons expressed what His name meant
to them. Truly His name is worthy of our devotion! Hallowed is
His Name!
9 Find these Scriptures in your Bible, and in your notebook
write what each says about the name of Jesus and what this
means to you personally. Take time to worship Him for the
power of His name.
a) Isaiah 9:6
b) Mark 16:17
c) John 1:12
d) John 14:13-14; 16:24
e) Acts 3:16; James 5:14
f) Acts 4:12; Romans 10:13
g) Revelation 19:16
If you have a Bible concordance, you will be inspired by finding
other references to the names of God and the name of Jesus.
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Your Kingdom Come—GLORY
Objective 6.

Explain how you can be involved in glorifying God by
hastening His kingdom.

The theme of the preaching of Jesus in the Gospel of
Matthew is the kingdom of Heaven. He taught that it was
“like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he
hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had
and bought that field” (Matthew 13:44).
Jesus was the man in the parable; the field was the world;
and the treasure was His kingdom. Jesus bought the world with
His own precious blood, but He has not yet taken possession of
it. The treasure that is hidden from the eyes of the world is the
kingdom that the Holy Spirit is now perfecting in the hearts of
believers. He is preparing them for rulership when Christ comes
back to set up His kingdom.
Paul, under inspiration of the Spirit, says of Christ’s coming
glory, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).
He adds, “But God has revealed it to us by his Spirit” (v. 10). While
our minds may drift on occasion to the blessedness of Christ’s
presence and the bliss of associating with the redeemed of all ages,
God has drawn the curtains aside to give us a preview of the glory
that shall be revealed (Revelation 21 and 22). No wonder we yearn
for the consummation of God’s redemptive program.
10 Did you know that you can have a part in hastening the
kingdom of God? Read Matthew 24:14. Then read Matthew
9:37-38 and Luke 10:2. Explain how you can be involved in
glorifying God by hastening His kingdom.
What a day that will be, when Jesus establishes His
kingdom, and we can sing with the angels around His throne:
Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and
wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and
praise! . . . To him who sits on the throne and to the
Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever
and ever! (Revelation 5:12-13).
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Until that day, let us continue to pray under the anointing of
the Spirit, “Your kingdom come”!
Your Will Be Done—SERVICE
Objective 7.

Evaluate your own worship experience to determine
whether you are worshipping in spirit and in truth.

The third thing Jesus told us to pray was, “Your will be
done.” Who knows the mind and will of God better than the
Holy Spirit? In 1 Corinthians 2:9-11 we are told that God
reveals His will to us by His Spirit. He can most effectively help
us to pray for God’s will to be done and then, when the Word is
preached, answer our prayer.
The life of Jesus is our example that the greatest way to
serve God is to do His will. The passion of Jesus was to do the
will of the Father (see Luke 22:42), and the Holy Spirit was
always present to help Him (see Luke 4:1, 14, 18-19). You can
live as Jesus lived. Your life will also be a blessing to God if
you let the same Spirit help you to do God’s will.
Romans 8:27 tells how the Holy Spirit will help us: “He who
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.”
Even when we don’t know how to pray, the Holy Spirit does,
and he will intercede for us for the will of God to be done in our
lives.
11 If we pray for the will of God to be done in our lives, we
must be ready to obey Him and serve Him. Jesus told the
disciples to pray that the Lord would send forth workers into the
harvest field (Matthew 9:36-38).
a In answer to their prayers, whom did He send forth?
.................................................................................................
b How can you apply this to your own desire to do God’s will?
.................................................................................................
.................................................................................................
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12 In this lesson we have talked about spiritual worship, or
worship in the Spirit. To worship God in spirit and in truth
involves obedience, reverence, praise, glorifying His name,
commitment to His will, a pure and holy life, and service to His
kingdom. Now it is time to evaluate your own worship of God.
Is it truly spiritual worship, or is it simply a form of worship
without real meaning? The way you can please God best is to
worship Him in spirit and in truth. Let the Holy Spirit teach you
the true meaning of worship as you yield yourself fully to His
direction in your life.
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self-test
MULTIPLE CHOICE. Circle the letter in front of the best
answer to each question.
1
a)
b)
c)
d)

The living water that Jesus gives, according to John 7:37-39, is
financial blessing.
the commandments of God.
communion with God.
the Holy Spirit.

2
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Which of these is NOT part of the meaning of fearing God?
Dread
Reverence
Exaltation
Respect
Obedience

3 The example of Isaiah (6:1-6) teaches us that when we are
touched by the presence of God we will want to
a) run from the judgment of God.
b) honor God and yield ourselves to Him.
c) follow our own desires.
4 Why is fear of God a necessary part of spiritual worship?
a) It makes us obey Him because we are afraid not to.
b) It causes us to approach God with reverence because we
recognize His holiness and that He is worthy of our love and
obedience.
c) It is the only way God can fully control us, because we do
not have the ability to obey him without fear.
5
a)
b)
c)

Singing in the Spirit is a way of
worshipping with the understanding.
making known the mind of the Spirit.
glorifying God.

6
a)
b)
c)

Another word for worship is
service.
obedience.
edification.
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a)
b)
c)
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The principle of service as worship means that
everything we do can be a means of spiritual worship.
worship can only take place in services within the church.
our actions are more important than our spoken worship.

TRUE-FALSE. If the statement is TRUE, write T in the blank
space. If it is FALSE, write F.
. . . . 8 Romans 12 gives many important instructions about
spiritual worship.
. . . . 9 The parable of the sheep and the goats indicates that
helping someone in need is the same as helping Jesus.
. . . . 10 Praying with the mind is important but is less spiritual
than praying with the Spirit.
. . . . 11 You can determine a person’s reverence for God by the
way he treats the name of God.
. . . . 12 The kingdom of God will not come until everyone
worships God.
. . . . 13 In the parable of the treasure hidden in a field, the
treasure was the kingdom of God.
. . . . 14 The only way to know the will of God is to be led by the
Spirit of God.
. . . . 15 It is a good thing to fear God.
. . . . 16 Worship in spirit and in truth is impossible without
obedience.
. . . . 17 To be acceptable, worship should be expressed in one’s
own language.
. . . . 18 Singing psalms and hymns is less important than singing
in the Spirit.
. . . . 19 Fasting and praying are often associated with spiritual
worship.
. . . . 20 The life that we live daily in the Spirit is an act of
worship.
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answers to study questions
7 a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h
i

use it in proportion to his faith.
serve.
teach.
encourage.
give generously.
govern diligently.
do it cheerfully.
feed him.
give him something to drink.

1 a
b
c
d
e

high and exalted (lifted up).
Fear.
As unclean.
By the coal of fire from the altar of God.
Submissive.

8 a) response the hearers have made to the needs they have seen.
d) ministering to human needs is the same as ministering to
Him.
f) failure to respond to the needs of people everywhere as
unto Christ.
g) worship, in essence, is dead unless it is accompanied by
deeds.
2 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about
what had happened to Ananias and Sapphira.
9 a) His name is Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
b) Demons are cast out in His name.
c) We become children of God through His name.
d) Our prayers are answered and our needs are met when we
ask in His name.
e) There is healing in His name.
f) Salvation is given in His name.
g) He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
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3 These answers are based on the New International Version.
If you use another translation, your answers should be
similar to these.
a keep me from sinning.
b go well with them and their children forever.
c wisdom.
d pure, enduring forever.
e deliver them from death.”
f salvation.
g loves or is merciful to
h a fountain of life.
i healing in its wings.”
j mercy.
k who works in you.”
l reward.
10 Your answer. I would say that I can pray that believers will
go out with the gospel into all the world, so that everyone
may hear and have the opportunity to accept Christ as Lord
and Savior.
4 All of these are necessary elements except c) Boldness, and
g) Public ministry.
11 a He sent forth the very disciples who were praying.
b Your answer. I can expect that if I pray for His will to be
done on earth, that He will want to use me to accomplish
His will. I must be prepared to serve Him.
5 a

Praying in the Spirit—The apostle says, “I pray with my
spirit,” which indicates that he prays in an unknown
language when he cannot find adequate words to express
his worship.
b Singing in the Spirit—Helps us through music to express
our innermost feelings of joy, praise, and adoration.

12 Your answer.
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6 Note. For this exercise we have used the New International
Version. The words may be different in the translation you
use, but the meaning is the same.
a . . . be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
b . . . think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance
with the measure of faith God has given you.
c . . . keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.
d . . . be willing to associate with people of low position.
e . . . what is right in the eyes of everybody.
f . . . leave room for God’s wrath (let God handle it).

