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LESSON

6

Like Teacher, Like
Learner

Maria was particularly excited one evening when Juan came
home from his fields. That day Manuel had spoken his first
word! Juan, realizing the significance of the event, was happy,
too. It was amazing to see how quickly Manuel learned other
words and their meanings. Encouraged by his parents, Manuel
learned to identify objects, people, and places with their correct
names. Soon he demonstrated the ability to arrange words into
simple sentences. During this exciting period of growth Juan
and Maria were often surprised to hear Manuel repeat words
and expressions that were common to them. Before long Juan
and Maria found that their little boy spent many of his waking
hours in communication. He had the ability to express his
ideas and carry on a conversation about a surprising number of
things, especially those which interested him.
It is normal for children to develop the skills of talking
during this period of their lives. But what is significant is that
Manuel is growing up speaking the same language that the
rest of the family speaks, rather than a different language. He
is also learning to eat the same foods they enjoy and to act in
ways that are typical of their area of the world. Why? The most
reasonable explanation for this is the influence of his parents,
because by this association his attitudes, feelings, and behaviors
are formed.
Jesus said, “Everyone who is fully trained will be like his
teacher” (Luke 6:40). This means that the learner is affected
to a great degree by the example of his teachers. Informal
nurturing, then, has a vital role in developing Christian growth.
In this lesson you will study more about the informal pattern
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of Christian nurture. You will be taught the value of learning
through interacting and identifying with others. You will also
discover who are the significant models in Christian nurture.

lesson outline
Learning the Wholeness of Faith
Strategy of Socialization
Building Modeling Relationships
Appropriate Models Identified

lesson objectives
When you finish this lesson you should be able to:
1. Provide reasons for teaching biblical facts as the basis of
faith.
2. Explain the relationship between socialization and Christian
nurture.
3. Discuss modeling relationships in Christian nurture.
4. Identify those who are models in Christian nurture.

learning activities
1. Look up the meanings of any key words you do not
understand.
2. Work through the lesson development as usual. As you do
the study questions, be sure to write your own responses
before you look ahead to the answers we have given.
Take the self-test when you have finished and check your
answers.
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key words
affinity
assumption
commonalty
competency
compliance
consistency

context
discrepancy
domineering
intensifies
internalization
intimidating

mutuality
projects (verb)
socialization
voluntary

L i k e T e a c h e r, L i k e L e a r n e r

lesson development

Learning the Wholeness of Faith

Objective 1. Provide reasons for teaching biblical facts as the basis
of faith.

Do you remember how your Christian life began? Did you
not believe the gospel, accept the offer of salvation, and commit
your life to Christ? All of us began by making such a response
to the gospel through faith. Because of this we experienced the
new birth, which is the gateway to spiritual life. We have found
that as we grow spiritually, we become more like Christ. Thus,
our relationship with Him increasingly develops and matures
so that we reflect His nature, character, and values, which are
expressed through our living. That initial faith response to
the gospel has led us to a life based on faith, a new quality of
life that is characterized by wholeness in Jesus Christ. This
wholeness that emerges out of our living faith may be referred
to as the wholeness of faith. But how do we learn wholeness
through faith? Of what is it composed? How do we learn to live
a Christ-like life?
Careful examination reveals that faith which brings
wholeness is composed of both knowledge and life (faith
applied to everyday life situations). God has spoken His
message to us as truth that can be either accepted or rejected.
This truth, which reveals both the nature and character of God
and His purpose for humanity, has been recorded, preserved,
and passed down to us as the Scriptures. Biblical truth is the
source of knowledge that causes faith to grow and mature.
Some biblical truth is composed of statements of fact. For
example, in the Ten Commandments we see something of what
God is like, what He expected of His people, and the results
of disobedience. Some truth takes the form of concepts, which
are general ideas drawn from a number of experiences with
things that are related (for example, oranges, bananas, and
apples are called fruit). We learn the concept of holiness by
many careful rules God gave in the Levitical law to separate
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nonsacred things from those that are holy. And finally, some
truth appears as principles to be applied to life. For instance, the
command to love God with our total being is a principle which
governs our relationship with God primarily, but in practical
application this principle should be the basis of our relationship
with others. Facts, concepts, and principles, then, are the basis
for a knowledge based on faith. It is necessary to have this
knowledge in order to develop to wholeness in Jesus Christ.
Without this knowledge we cannot know how to live the life of
faith that truly pleases God.
In addition to the written witness, God revealed himself
in living form in the person of Jesus Christ. John says “The
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory” (John 1:14). Moreover, Peter states that he was
an eyewitness of Christ’s majesty, honor, and glory (2 Peter
1:16–18) and asserts that in Jesus’ coming to earth He left
us an example to follow in His steps (1 Peter 2:20–25). He
demonstrated how to live to the fullest, how to be everything
God intends us to be. His life is an example of the faith that
pleases God.
You have already discovered that learning involves more
than merely acquiring facts and information. Understanding the
information, integrating it into our beliefs, and changing our
behavior accordingly are also important.
In Lessons 1 and 2 you were taught the importance of
God’s Word in spiritual growth. In Lesson 3 you learned of
the importance of disciple-making and modeling in spiritual
growth. Both biblical knowledge and examples of how this
knowledge can be applied practically in the Christian life are
helpful in nurturing Christian growth.
We concluded Unit 1 by observing that Christian
nurture requires both informal and formal patterns. Biblical
information—facts, concepts, and principles—can be taught
through formal patterns which involve classroom-type
teaching-learning activities. But understanding values and
appropriate Christian behaviors are communicated through
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intimate interactions and the personal identification of learners
with others. Learning wholeness that is based on faith requires
the formal, systematic study of God’s Word and the informal,
often unstructured, nurturing that occurs as one relates on a
very personal level with and imitates his or her models.

Application
1 Circle the letter preceding each TRUE statement.
a) Faith’s wholeness is learned primarily by attending
specialized classes.
b) Both biblical knowledge and appropriate examples of
the Christian life are needed for a balanced program of
Christian nurture.
c) Christian nurture requires both informal and formal
patterns.
d) The only thing one needs to do to nurture faith’s wholeness
is teach biblical truth.
e) Biblical knowledge can be taught through formal types of
learning activities.
f) Understanding, values, and behavior are communicated
through informal nurturing techniques.
Because both informal and formal patterns of Christian
nurture are essential, we will consider more carefully the
informal pattern in this lesson. Then, in Lesson 7 we will focus
on practical matters that concern teaching God’s Word in the
formal pattern.

Strategy of Socialization

Objective 2. Explain the relationship between socialization and
Christian nurture.

I once heard an unschooled man say, “Some things are
better ‘caught’ than ‘taught.’” He was speaking about what
the professional might call socialization. Before we can accept
socialization as a strategy for Christian nurture, we need to
understand the meaning of the term.
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Socialization is the process of integrating a person into a
given social context—preparing him to function meaningfully
within a particular association or grouping of people. It entails
developing a meaningful understanding of the society and
social order in which one lives. It is the process of learning
language, norms, values, attitudes, and proper behavior as
perceived by a given group of people. Socialization refers to
learning, not in the traditional, formal sense of schooling, but in
the sense of absorbing the affects of our environment.

Application
2 Circle the letter preceding the statement which most
accurately defines the term socialization, based on the
foregoing discussion. Socialization refers to
a) the process of teaching information in a formal schooling
pattern.
b) developing a meaningful understanding of one’s society in
order to function competently in a given social context.
c) adapting the Christian gospel to fit the social values of a
given people.

Socialization Illustrated
How do you eat food? Do you use a fork or a spoon? Maybe
you use chopsticks, or possibly you eat with your fingers.
The way you eat was learned through socialization. If you are
accustomed to eating in a particular way, you may find other
ways uncomfortable and unnatural. You learned the proper
way to eat food in your culture by watching others and by
doing what you saw them do. You may have been surprised to
discover that some people eat differently than you do.
This illustration of eating is an example of a behavior which
is highly cultural. What is socially acceptable in one culture
may be considered unacceptable, impolite, or even rude in
another. Values are learned by socialization. You may have
observed that different cultural groups live and act in different
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ways. They hold different values. Children born in one group
grow up knowing the ways and wisdom of their group, while
those born in another group grow up knowing, valuing, and
acting differently. The reason for these differences is that each
has learned the ways of his culture through socialization.
How did you learn to speak your native tongue? Perhaps
you feel that you have always known how to speak your
language. Perhaps you are more comfortable using it than any
you may have learned since. While you may feel as though
you have always known your native language, we understand
that indeed you did learn it. What if, as soon as you were born,
you had been taken to live in another area of the world where a
different language is used? You would undoubtedly have grown
up knowing that language instead of the one you now use, for
we learn language through the process of socialization.

Application
3 List in your notebook two or three examples of the
processes of socialization.

Socialization Explained
Socialization takes place in the context of shared
experiences in a real-life setting. We develop behavior in
ways that are in keeping with our beliefs and values. These
actions are observed by those near us and become the basis
of their learning through socialization. Because of the nature
of the relationship, learning through socialization is often
unorganized, unstructured and not systematically planned. It
simply occurs as the life setting provides the opportunities.
Learning through socialization is instruction by modeling.
People learn by what they see demonstrated, as we have seen
in our consideration of the master-apprentice relationship. The
way of life and the understanding and values which support a
given lifestyle are communicated in such a way that they are
clearly seen and understood by those who are members of that
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society. As a learner practices what he learns from the social
models, he desires to experience the same quality of life.
Developing intimate relationships with others is another
essential part of socialization. An individual usually knows
someone after whom he wishes to pattern his behavior. This
other person becomes a model for the learner. Quite frequently,
an affinity develops between the model and the pupil. We call
this affinity mutuality, which is expressed in caring for each
other, trust, recognition of the other’s worth and value, and
feelings of interdependence.
Likewise, socialization requires opportunities for the learner
to imitate the model. Life provides many such opportunities.
Since most effective modeling takes place in real-life settings,
the imitation needs to occur in real-life experiences, too. The
learner attempts to repeat what he has observed the model do.
His effort at doing what he has seen the model do is a learning
response. As the learner acts for himself, he looks to the model
for signals of approval or disapproval of his response.

Application
4 From each of the preceding four paragraphs, choose the
statement which explains best what is essential to learning in
socialization. Then write each of these in the following spaces.
a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
c). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
d) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Socialization Applied
One way we learn the Christ-life is through socialization.
We learn to live the abundant new life given by Jesus in the
same way we learned the customs and language of our culture.
The values, attitudes, motives, conscience, and behaviors
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appropriate to the Christ-life are absorbed through meaningful,
intimate relationships with people whose lives model the
Christ-life.
The learning process goal is to nurture the new life Jesus
gives. It seeks to help that life develop to maturity and to
be expressed in all areas of our lives. This goal is facilitated
through the socialization process. The discipling pattern Jesus
used when he taught the Twelve is needed in the Christian
nurturing ministry today.
We must recognize the powerful influence which exists in
the modeling interactions between the teacher and the learner,
and we must encourage these relationships. You can help
people mature spiritually by entering into significant, intimate
relationships with them, even as some Thessalonian believers
did (1 Thessalonians 1:7).

Application
5 Read 1 Corinthians 11:1; Ephesians 5:1; Philippians 3:17;
1 Thessalonians 1:6; and Hebrews 6:12. Observe how the writer
emphasizes the need to follow godly examples and imitate
behaviors that are appropriate to the Christian life. Think about
the meanings of these verses and how they may be applied to
your life. Write your observations in your notebook.
6 Circle the letter preceding each TRUE statement.
a) We learn to live the Christ-life through the process of
socialization.
b) While socialization is useful in learning one’s customs, it is
inappropriate for nurturing spiritual growth.
c) Intimate relations with other people are powerful factors in
the Christian nurturing ministry.
d) The New Testament encourages believers to imitate godly
models.
e) Jesus avoided using the socialization process when
discipling the Twelve, choosing to use spiritual means.
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Building Modeling Relationships

Objective 3. Discuss modeling relationships in Christian nurture.

When we first experience the new birth, the life of Jesus
is not fully developed in us. The task of those involved in the
Christian nurturing ministry is to cultivate this new life toward
spiritual maturity. The end of this process will be development
into the likeness of Jesus—the maturing of His life within us.
This likeness is communicated through modeling relationships.
One of our characteristics is to strive for competency—to
be adequate, both in our own opinion and in the opinions of
others. In some societies, much emphasis is placed on proving
one’s competency as a student. In other societies, one might be
driven to prove his competency as an athlete, a breadwinner,
parent, neighbor, or citizen. Whether you have been aware of it
or not, Christians are to be competent as witnesses and effective
servants of Jesus Christ. Paul, for example, explains his
efforts to be competent as a soldier of the cross (1 Corinthians
9:24–27). This example shows how the desire for competency
reaches into the realm of spiritual things. In the process of
striving for competency we often seek out those whom we
perceive to be competent and mature and attempt to imitate
them—to adopt their traits, values, and attributes.
You may have experienced this in your own life. Perhaps
you know someone who possesses a skill which you value.
You may wish you could be like that person. Have you heard a
musician whom you consider to be very good and felt that you
would like to be able to play an instrument as that person does?
You may have tried to develop the techniques and style of that
person. In a certain way, this is a modeling relationship. We
also seek to find people whose lives seem ideal and desirable
to us. Then we try to emulate their lives and become like them.
Modeling is a primary means of communicating likeness.
A modeling relationship is a resourceful relationship. The
more mature person provides support and help for the one who
is less mature. It is a helping relationship. The purpose of such
a relationship is to uphold the weaker or less mature person
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until he develops competency. In terms of the Christian life,
this means that the teacher gives supportive assistance until
the learner develops spiritual stature and begins to reflect the
likeness of Christ.
The modeling relationship, however, is not a domineering
relationship. The model should not “smother” his disciple. He
should not decide all the issues for him. In fact, no obligations
should exist in the modeling relationship which hinder
growth and development. The learner should not perceive
the relationship as either threatening or intimidating. Instead,
he should respect his model highly and strive to be like him,
because he demonstrates true qualities of Christlikeness. The
learner will also see how his model responds to various issues
of life and how the likeness of Christ radiates from him under
all kinds of situations, and how his values and behavior are
consistent with the nature of the Christ-life. On this basis
the learner should seek to become like him. It is a voluntary
relationship, which is based on the exemplary life the model
lives and the disciple perceives. The model responds to the
biblical commands to nurture the spiritual life of the less
mature; the disciple responds because of his own needs for
advice, instruction, encouragement, and intimate fellowship.
In building the modeling relationship, we must strive for
the kind of response in learners that will be Christ-exalting
and that will lead to a deeper commitment to Him and His
work. There are, in fact, various levels of response to the
modeling relationship. The lowest level, called compliance, is
that in which learners do the Lord’s work simply because we
ask them to. They simply comply in order to be cooperative
and to be accepted by us and our immediate Christian group.
They do what is asked without personal commitment. Then
there is a second level of response referred to as identification.
Because of their great respect for the leader and their own
desire to be like him, learners perform the work without any
particular commitment to it. While identification is motivated
out of sincere admiration for the model and their desire to
please him, there is not true dedication to the work. Finally,
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the highest level of response is that in which learners claim the
model’s work and Christian goals as their own. This is called
internalization. The purpose of the work is integrated into their
own value system. Learners perceive the Lord’s work as an
expression of their love to God and an opportunity to exercise
their own gifts and commitments. They delight in following
their model, but in so doing they reach their own Christian
goals as they fulfill the larger calling to do the Master’s work.
When learners respond in this latter way, we can rejoice in the
fruit that has resulted from the modeling relationship.
Thus, the goal of the modeling relationship is much more
being than doing. It involves what the learner is, more than
what he does. The desired result of the modeling relationship is
for the disciple to “become,” not just “act,” like the model.
In the Christian nurturing ministry we enter into disciplining
relationships with people—opening our lives for them to
observe and imitate. This relationship may require us to do
many of the following with learners: make applications of
the Word to life situations, consider Christian privileges and
responsibilities, endeavor to know and do God’s will. Above
all, we must set a pattern in conversation, behavior, the use of
time, talents, finances, and relationships that demonstrate the
centrality of Christ in our own life. To prepare yourself for this
role, therefore, you need to be the kind of person others will
desire to pattern themselves after, to give living expression to
the life of Christ in such a degree of maturity that others will
recognize that by imitating you their own spiritual life will be
nurtured toward wholeness.
The role of a model is humbling. The responsibility of
nurturing the spiritual life of growing Christians is great;
therefore, James warned that Christian teachers will be judged
more severely (James 3:1).
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Application
7 Match the appropriate level of response (right) indicated for
each of the following descriptive statements (left).
	����� a “Mario never seems to have his
heart in what he does. He simply
carries out our requests.”
	����� b “Because of great admiration for
his teacher, Raymond carries out
the task associated with his job;
however, he does not have any real
commitment to the Lord’s work.”
	����� c

“Mona seems to be a reflection of
her teacher. She is committed to
the tasks the teacher has adopted
as her own, for she recognizes that
it is the Lord’s work. She is very
happy in her work. As she does the
tasks assigned by her model, she is
reaching her own personal goals as
well. This brings her a deep sense of
satisfaction.”

	����� d “The one said, ‘I’ll go,’ but he
didn’t. Later, however, he repented
and went.”
	����� e

“During Jesus’ ministry, His
disciples willingly did His bidding;
however, they neither understood
nor appreciated His long-term work
or the cost involved.”

1) Internalization
2) Identification
3) Compliance
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8 Circle the letter preceding each TRUE statement.
a) In our efforts to mature spiritually, we will find help by
seeking to establish relationships with those whose lives
reflect Christlikeness.
b) Modeling relationships by their very nature are intended to
be permanent.
c) The modeling relationship exists for the purpose of
bringing together the support and help of more mature
people for the benefit of those who are less mature.
d) The modeling relationship is not built on the assumption
that the model should dominate the relationship; rather, it
is constructed so that the learner can have opportunity to
imitate the behaviors demonstrated by the model.
e) The learner has as his primary goal to act like his model,
for the important issue is acting not being.
f) As one matures in his Christian experience, he should
endeavor to be the kind of person people will want to
pattern their lives after.

Togetherness and Likeness
How do we get to know someone well enough to develop
likeness to him or her? Or, how do we enter into relationships
in such a way that the other person will get to know us well
enough to desire to become like us?
Modeling relationships require being together with someone
frequently in a variety of situations over a long period of time.
This togetherness must be developed in a real-life setting.
In this developing relationship, the inner life of the model is
opened to the learner. The model must exhibit consistency
between the ideals of spiritual maturity and his own behavior
so that there is no discrepancy between what he “preaches”
and what he “practices.” The learner should have ample
opportunity, also, to imitate what he observes. All of these
foregoing essentials may be observed from what you have
previously studied in this lesson. Perhaps we may summarize
these observations into four essential factors of modeling
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relationships: 1) interaction, 2) intimacy, 3) identification, and
4) imitating.
Interaction refers to the impact of one life upon another.
Wherever lives intersect there is interaction. As your life
touches that of someone else, you interact together. Interaction
implies that some form of communication exchange has taken
place between you, and it implies that each of you has had an
effect on the life of the other. Interaction can be thought of as
the first step in the development of interpersonal relationships.
Interaction begins on a surface or shallow level, but over a
period of time it deepens and intensifies. Interaction engages us
in a movement process which takes us from ourselves or from
self-centeredness toward another’s orientation and viewpoint.
It is as we interact with others that we learn to value their
personhood. As we relate together we develop awareness of the
worth and dignity of the other person, and we clarify our own
sense of self-worth as well.
Relationships which are characterized by interaction often
deepen toward intimacy. Intimacy implies closeness and
familiarity. It is marked by deep emotional bonds of warm
friendship which develop through association. Intimacy
suggests informality and warmth which is personal and private
between persons who have developed close relationships.
Their association is such that each feels secure and at liberty to
reveal his innermost thoughts to the other and finds satisfaction
and fulfillment in knowing the other person in this familiar
way. Modeling relationships are most effective when they are
intimate relationships. It is in this in-depth knowing of another
person that one observes the model’s true self, sees in him what
he perceives to be competency, and desires to be like him.
In the context of Christian community, intimacy naturally
results from the commonalty of shared life. Two people who
are living the Christ-life possess something in common that
binds them strongly together; they belong to each other but as
different members of one body. This mutuality in Jesus Christ
is the basis for spiritual love, the deepest and highest expression
of intimacy.
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Identification implies projecting oneself into the life of
someone else. It means that we see in another person traits
and characteristics which we feel are desirable. Identification
implies a person becoming emotionally attached to another
person in such a way that he believes himself to be like that
person in vital ways. Identification often results in a vicarious
sharing of experiences. It means to relate so closely with
another that you strive to be like that person. I once knew a
small boy who identified himself so much with a sports star that
he asked his mother to call him by the star’s name.
Imitating involves relating so closely to another person that
you endeavor to become what he is. It is the attempt to resemble
another person. It is more, however, than merely striving to act
as the other person acts or to do what he does. It involves striving
to be what that person is. It means being influenced so fully
by another person that you reflect his characteristics, approach
to life, including his thinking and feeling, and behavior. You
do what he does, not to please him, but to please yourself in
your desire to be like him. Imitating results in internalizing the
values and lifestyle of another person to the extent you begin
to experience them as your own. Togetherness builds likeness.
Interpersonal relationships, therefore, develop from interaction to
intimacy to identification to imitating.
In the Christian nurturing ministry, where the goal is to help
others develop into Christlikeness, this concept finds particular
application. The more mature Christian’s most intense desire
should be to allow the life of Christ within him to develop
until he identifies completely with Jesus and His life becomes
a living expression through his own life. In this way others
will see the nature of Christ expressed in him. The goal of the
body of Christ should be to embody the life of Christ with
expressions of the Christ-life which are so powerful that others
will want to identify deeply with our Lord. Since you are a part
of that body, as all Christians are, your life becomes a living
expression of the Christ-life—a model for others to imitate.
As they imitate you, they grow toward Christlikeness. What a
challenging, yet wonderful, responsibility and privilege!
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Application
9 Circle the letters before the following statements which are
TRUE.
a) In modeling relationships, one person becomes like the
other.
b) Interaction is the most in-depth level of interpersonal
relationships.
c) Interaction refers to the impact of one life upon another.
d) Deep emotional bonds characterize intimacy.
e) Intimacy implies sheltering oneself from another person.
f) Identification in the context of modeling means finding
one’s own self-identity apart from human relationships.
g) In identification one projects himself into the life of another
person.
h) In imitating one relates so closely with another person that
he becomes what the other person is.
i) Imitating implies that one assumes the behavior of someone
else.
j) Modeling concepts are difficult to apply in the Christian
nurturing ministry.

Appropriate Models Identified

Objective 4. Identify those who are models in Christian nurture.

Modeling the Christ-life is a powerful means of
communication, which nurtures spiritual growth toward
Christlikeness. To whom can new converts look for a
meaningful modeling relationship? Who are the appropriate
models of the Christ-life?
Parents are involved in modeling relationships with their
children. Bonds between tender, impressionable children
and their parents naturally exist. All of the essential factors
necessary for modeling relationships should be present in
normal family relationships—closeness, the opportunity to
observe, meaningful involvement together, and mutual love.
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These characteristics should be present in the relationship
between parents and children.
The Bible recognizes that this natural modeling relationship
should exist between parents and their children. In fact, under
the Law God commanded parents to be appropriate models by
their obedience to His statutes, judgments, and ordinances.

Application
10 Read Deuteronomy 6:1–9 carefully. After you have read
these verses and meditated on their significance, write in your
notebook the answers to the questions which follow.
a) What do you think about the message of the Deuteronomy
passage?
b) To whom was this passage addressed?
c) List the specific instructions given in verses 5–9.
d) What did these specific commands mean to those who
originally received them?
e) Compare Ephesians 5:1 with Deuteronomy 6:1–9 and
explain why these instructions were given.
11 Read Judges 2:1–15 and then circle the letter of the best
completion to the following question, based upon this Scripture
reference. The generation of Israel which arose not knowing the
Lord and His mighty acts represents primarily
a) Israel’s failure to integrate the culture of the land properly
in her own value system.
b) Israel’s desire to be liberal in her interpretation of God’s
laws.
c) failure in the home, where spiritual values were to have
been transmitted.
d) a breakdown of the public education system, which is the
institution responsible for the transmission of spiritual and
moral values.
I hope you understand better, from the Deuteronomy
passage and the preceding questions, why Moses instructed
parents in the nation of Israel to live exemplary lives before
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their children. Parents were to love God totally—to be
examples worthy of modeling. They were to keep God’s
commands in their hearts—to value spiritual things. They were
to teach these to their children by giving priority to spiritual
things in their family relationships. Their homes were to be
centers of religious instruction. Christian parents, likewise, are
commanded to be models of the Christ-life.
Another level of close association and interaction for an
individual is generally a small group of significant friends. This
group may include family members, neighbors, and friends of
the family. Many of these people may naturally be appropriate
models. You may think of persons with whom you maintain
such a relationship. They could be models for you, if they are
more mature spiritually than you. Or you may be a model for
them, if they are not as mature spiritually as you are.
You may have already discovered from your study of this
course that God has designed some people in the church to
serve specifically as teachers. All of the passages which deal
with the gift ministries make particular reference to teachers.
People in the church who serve as teachers have a particular
obligation to maintain lives worthy of imitating. Teachers have
a scriptural duty to live lives which teach the truths of the Word
through their own behaviors, values, lifestyles, and attitudes
(1 Timothy 4:12).
In a real sense, because of the nature of the Christian church,
every believer should be a model for others to imitate. Paul told
the Christians at Corinth that they were like living epistles read
by everyone around them (2 Corinthians 3:1–3). He said that
it was as though God’s Word had been written in their hearts.
Clearly, their lives were living expressions of Christlikeness that
everyone could see. Because of the intimate nature of the body
of Christ, modeling relationships naturally exist. In some cases,
others may see in you the quality of spiritual vitality they desire
to experience and seek to be like you without your awareness
of their desire. More importantly, however, you should seek
consciously to develop relationships at the in-depth level that
fosters intimacy, identification, and imitating.
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Application
12 Circle the letter preceding each TRUE statement.
a) Family relationships ideally contain the essential factors of
modeling relationships.
b) Since Christians are to keep their eyes on Jesus, the
example they set is not all that important to others.
c) The Bible commands parents to model spiritual reality for
their children.
d) Significant friends can be appropriate models to be
imitated.
e) Teachers in the church should give more concern to what
they say than how they live.
f) Teachers in the church have a particular responsibility to
maintain lives worthy of imitating
g) All Christians should live lives which are expressions of
Christlikeness for everyone to see.
I have new appreciation for the statement of Jesus,
“Everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher” (Luke
6:40). Christian nurturing, in its work of helping people mature
toward Christlikeness, accomplishes its task of communicating
life through the socialization process. This includes building
modeling relationships and leads to a like teacher—like learner
result. The interpersonal relationships which exist among
members of the body of Christ are appropriate means of
modeling the reality which nurture spiritual growth.
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self-test
1 Our primary reasons for teaching biblical facts as the basis
of faith are indicated by all of the following except one. Which
reason is NOT mentioned in this lesson?
a) Biblical facts are the foundation for faith’s knowledge.
b) Biblical facts are the source of knowledge that grows faith.
c) Biblical facts have been presented as statements of fact,
some as concepts, and some as principles.
d) Biblical facts have all been presented through the
impersonal means of recorded revelation.
2 According to the lesson, one teaches biblical facts as the
basis of faith because
a) there is no alternative method by which one can impart
moral and ethical values.
b) they are what God has communicated to us as truth that can
be accepted or rejected.
c) of the value attached to them by the church.
d) this is the precedent of teaching set by the apostles.
3 Facts of Bible knowledge and appropriate examples of
Christian life are taught most effectively by
a) formal and informal patterns.
b) the learner himself.
c) church educational programs.
d) social and cultural influence.
4 One reason, according to this lesson, why we use
socialization as a strategy for Christian nurture is that
a) it is the easiest method to teach others and it requires no
formal structures.
b) this means offers the most rapid results for the amount of
effort expended.
c) it is the most natural thing for all people to do well, that is,
model the Christ-life.
d) appropriate values, attitudes, motives, and behaviors of the
Christ-life are absorbed through meaningful relationships
with others who model it.
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5 All but one of the following are true concerning
socialization. Which statement is NOT true?
a) We learn to live the Christ-life through the process of
socialization.
b) The New Testament encourages believers to imitate godly
models.
c) While socialization is useful in learning one’s customs, it is
not appropriate for nurturing spiritual growth.
d) Jesus employed the socialization process when He discipled
the Twelve.
6 Modeling relationships is useful in Christian nurture
because people naturally strive for competency and seek to
imitate competent persons; therefore, one
a) feels that it is natural to model his spiritual life after one
who demonstrates Christlikeness.
b) believes that the modeling relationship permits him to
develop naturally in his daily life experiences.
c) tends to believe that by adopting a spiritual model and
imitating his behavior, he will eliminate many of the
difficult experiences of spiritual development.
d) develops a modeling relationship because of the things
mentioned in a) and b) above.
7 Modeling relationships are a productive and efficient
method for transmitting values and strategies for spiritual
development. Which is NOT a reason for or a goal of these
relationships?
a) Modeling relationships are resourceful: the strong help
the weak, giving supportive assistance to them until they
develop spiritual competency.
b) The goal of the modeling relationship is for the model to
strive to live a Christ-exalting life that will lead learners to
a deeper commitment to Christ and His work.
c) The model must control the relationship totally until
the learner has demonstrated full Christian maturity and
competency in all spiritual matters.
d) The modeling relationship is a voluntary one; it is based on
the life the model lives and the learner perceives.
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8 If the modeling relationship is to be successful, learners
must
a) be able to act precisely like the models they have adopted.
b) maintain this relationship permanently and surrender their
initiative to act to their models.
c) concentrate more on activities than on any other aspect of
their lives.
d) have the opportunity to apply what they have learned.
9 The lesson discussed four essential ingredients for the
development of effective modeling relationships. The order in
which these relationships develop was:
a) imitating, identification, intimacy, and interaction.
b) interaction, intimacy, identification, and imitating.
c) identification, interaction, intimacy, and imitating.
d) intimacy, interaction, imitating, and identification.
10 Appropriate models which one should strive to imitate,
according to the lesson, include
a) the great evangelists, pastors, apostles of the past, and Bible
heroes.
b) those who keep themselves apart from society for spiritual
development in secluded places.
c) significant friends, family members, and teachers.
d) the older generation of mature people which has conquered
the forces of evil successfully.
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answers to study questions
7 a
b
c
d
e

3)
2)
1)
3)
2)

Compliance
Identification
Internalization
Compliance
Identification

1 a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

False
True
True
False
True
True

8 a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

True
False
True
True
False
True

2 b) developing a meaningful understanding of one’s society
in order to function competently in a given social
context.
9 a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)

True
False
True
True
False
False
True
True
True
False

3 Your answer. You might have listed, among other things,
the following: which foods are to be eaten and which
are not, behavior that is acceptable and that which is
unacceptable, what are appropriate goals for life, which
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values are appropriate, and what social rules one is
expected to follow.
10 a) Your answer. It occurs to me that a loving God is
speaking to His children to ensure that their future
would be blessed as they maintain their relationship
with Him.
b) It was addressed to the parents in the nation of Israel.
c) Love God totally, keep His commandments by living
according to their dictates, teach them to your children,
and, of course, this implies modeling as well.
d) They perceived these commandments as solemn and
binding responsibilities. Future blessing depended upon
obedience to them.
e) These instructions were given on a conditional basis
and were intended to challenge Israel to follow the Lord
closely and thereby enjoy His blessings, including long
life and material blessings.
4 a) Socialization takes place in the context of shared
experiences in a real-life setting.
b) Learning through socialization requires instruction by
modeling.
c) Developing intimate relationships with others is another
essential part of socialization.
d) Socialization requires opportunities for the learner to
imitate the model.
11 c) failure in the home, where spiritual values were to have
been transmitted.
5 Your answer
12 a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)

True
False
True
True
False
True
True

6 a), c), and d) are true.
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